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Ontario Invasive Plant Council, 2017: 

“The City of London is a provincial leader in 

municipal action against invasive plants. They're 

doing great work prioritizing invasive plant species 

and populations to help safeguard urban 

biodiversity hubs. More on their efforts 

at http://www.lfpress.com/…/strategy-if-adopted-

calls-for-a-tr….

London's strategic approach to invasive plant 

planning has helped provide a model for other 

municipalities to build from.”

LIPMS adopted by City Council 

September 2017

http://www.lfpress.com/2017/09/24/strategy-if-adopted-calls-for-a-tripling-of-budget-to-fight-nasty-invasive-plant-species
http://www.london.ca/residents/Environment/Natural-Environments/Documents/Invasive_Plant_Management_Strategy.pdf
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MTO 2015 

Phragmites 

Mapping - by 

Dr. Pat Chow-

Fraser’s team 

at McMaster 

University



Low Priority

Decision Tool for Prioritizing Phragmites Control
Does the presence of Phragmites 
pose a safety hazard? 
• Blocking sightlines at road 

intersections?
• Dead stocks pose a fire hazard 

to adjacent structures?

Moderate Priority

Is Phragmites located along: 
• roadside ditches?
• hydro corridors?
• railway corridors?

Is Phragmites located adjacent to a 
waterway, wetland or SWM pond?

Moderate Priority

Is Phragmites located on a 
construction area or an area 
planned for development?

Is it a recently established cell of 
Phragmites located:
• Within an ESA?
• Adjacent to a Species at Risk?
• Adjacent to sensitive habitat?

High Priority

Is Phragmites located within:
• An open space park?
• Residential subdivision?
• Manicured area?

Low Priority

Is Phragmites extensively 
established in an area in a 
monoculture stand?
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Is the Phragmites cell 
greater than 5m2 area?

Is the Phragmites cell 
greater than 5m2 area?
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greater than 5m2 area?
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High Priority – Treat Immediately 

Moderate Priority - Treat when possible

Low Priority - Treat when high and moderate 
priorities are addressed
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2018 Phragmities Management and Monitoring:
• Phragmites reporting/mapping tool goes live City website

• City Environmentally Significant Areas (720 hectares of 

land) by City funded ESA team ongoing since 2014

• 30 kilometers of City roadways in Lower Thames Valley 

Subwatershed partnership with LTVCA/City Roadside Ops

• Thames River at Fanshawe Dam working downstream

• Storm Water Management Ponds Phragmites control by 

SWM Unit

• EA/EIS recommendations for Phragmites control in 

Development Agreements, Subdivision Agreements and 

EA recommendations

• Ongoing - Parks Operations, Urban Forestry Park and 

Woodland invasive species management projects  

• Private Lands (90% City) provide a list of contractors

• London Phragmites Management Strategy finalized
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Thank you to our 

Phrag Fighters!

Next London Phragmites Working 

Group meeting will be in 2018 -

date is to be determined. 

Note no meeting in January 2018
Contact: Linda McDougall, Ecologist 

Environmental and Parks Planning, 

Planning Services  lmcdouga@London.ca

mailto:lmcdouga@London.ca

