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Ontario Invasive Plant Council, 2017: 
“The City of London is a provincial leader in 
municipal action against invasive plants. They're 
doing great work prioritizing invasive plant species 
and populations to help safeguard urban 
biodiversity hubs. More on their efforts 
at http://www.lfpress.com/…/strategy-if-adopted-
calls-for-a-tr….

London's strategic approach to invasive plant 
planning has helped provide a model for other 
municipalities to build from.”

LIPMS adopted by City Council 
September 2017

http://www.lfpress.com/%E2%80%A6/strategy-if-adopted-calls-for-a-tr%E2%80%A6
http://www.london.ca/residents/Environment/Natural-Environments/Documents/Invasive_Plant_Management_Strategy.pdf
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• City retained Dr. Janice Gilbert to assist the 
City with the London Phragmites
Management Strategy.

• Formed a London Phragmites Working 
Group in 2017 (City staff from Parks, Sewer 
Operations, Transportation, Urban Forestry, 
and 3 local Conservation Authorities, MTO etc.)

• Group met 4 times, enhanced awareness and 
knowledge of Phragmites

• Led to great partnerships / control projects in 
London 

• City funded Phragmites control program is 
underway since 2013 and increases in scope 
every year. 
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MTO 2015 
Phragmites 
Mapping - by 
Dr. Pat Chow-
Fraser’s team 
at McMaster 
University
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• All Phragmites in 
City SWM ponds 
will be treated and 
under monitoring 
program by 2020

• Developers must 
treat Phragmites
before City 
assumption of 
SWM ponds 

• For new SWM 
ponds Phragmites
is treated prior to 
construction. 

• Phragmites in 
municipal drains, 
is sprayed and 
removed.
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• City’s Forestry 
Operations staff 
mapped all 
roadside 
Phragmites in 
London

• Are following 
the approach 
and mapping in 
the LPMS

• Sample of 
mapping shows 
VMP at 
Hamilton Rd

• Looking to 
ramp up work in 
2019 forward
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Invasive Phragmites Control Centre - contracted to map, 
manage & monitor Phragmites in NE London in 2018

Green 
Pins:
Sprayed
Blue 
Pins:
Cut to 
Drown
Yellow 
Pins:
Cut –
future 
spray
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Invasive Phragmites Control Centre - contracted to map, 
manage & monitor Phragmites in NE London

IPCC - Cutting to 
drown – cannot 
spray over water

IPCC – applying 
herbicide to 
Phragmites
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City’s share of 
control work 
cost was only 
$5,000 - LTVCA 
coordinated 
and funded half 
the work as a 
BIG
win win!!!
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https://service.london.ca/

How can I help?

Report Phragmites on the Service London Portal

https://service.london.ca/
https://service.london.ca/service-requests/report-phragmites/
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Phragmites Management and Monitoring:
• Phragmites reporting/mapping tool is live on City website
• City Environmentally Significant Areas (735 hectares of 

land) by City funded ESA team ongoing since 2013
• 30 kilometers of City roadways in Lower Thames Valley 

Subwatershed partnership with LTVCA/City Roadside Ops
• NE London Thames River at Fanshawe Dam working 

downstream by Invasive Phragmites Control Centre
• Storm Water Management Ponds Phragmites control by 

Sewer Operations Section – complete by 2020
• EA/EIS recommendations for Phragmites control in 

Development Agreements, Subdivision Agreements and 
EA recommendations

• Ongoing - Parks Operations, Urban Forestry Park and 
Woodland invasive species management projects  

• Private Lands (90% City) provide a list of contractors
• London Phragmites Management Strategy finalized

https://service.london.ca/service-requests/report-phragmites/
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Thank you to all our Phrag Fighters! 

Contact: Linda McDougall, Ecologist   
lmcdouga@london.ca

mailto:lmcdouga@london.ca
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